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Dear Community Friends,  
 

Thief Posing as Plumber 
On April 15th, our SPD Blotter ran an article by Jonah Spangenthal-Lee regarding a thief, posing as a 
plumber, who committed a series of thefts targeting elderly women.   
http://spdblotter.seattle.gov/2015/04/15/thief-poses-as-plummer-scams-91-year-old-other-seattle-residents/. 
 

This story was also picked up and run on KOMO News.com:  
http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Thief-posing-as-plumber-scams-91-year-old-woman-other-
Seattleites-299866121.html 
 
At the time of that writing, there had been five reported incidents between January 22nd and April 8th, 2015.  
On Thursday, April 23rd, our plumber thief struck again. 
 

GO# 132679 
On 04-23-2015 Officers responded to a suspicious call at 4300 Block of 15th Avenue South.   The 88 year 
old complainant reported a suspicious male had come to her home posing as a Beacon Plumbing 
employee.  The complainant stated the male, wearing a safety vest and an ID card hanging from his neck, 
arrived and informed her that a nearby pipe had been replaced and a substance added to the water needed 
to be purged from the system.    
 

The woman allowed the man into her home and showed him to the kitchen sink, where he operated the 
faucet.  The male then asked to see a restroom and repeated the same show.  The woman was asked to 
walk to each restroom in the home and flush the toilets to check "water pressure."  She did so and returned 
to find the male exiting the living area of the home. 
 

The male suspect offered the woman a refund of $60 for the water that had been used and asked if she had 
change for a $100 bill.  The woman stated she did not and asked the man who exactly he worked for.  The 
suspect stated "Beacon Plumbing" and pointed towards his ID.  The woman reached out for the ID and 
recognized it as a Muckleshoot Casino ID.  The suspect left without incident and, as of this writing, the 
woman found nothing missing from the home.   
 

This incident is very similar to the previous five reported incidents.  The line used by the suspect to gain 
entry (working elsewhere in the area and found a problem that may be impacting the victims’ water), the 
intent to be unaccompanied for a short time while in the victims’ home, the physical description,… all point 
to the same suspect running the same scam on the same demographic group of victims.  This thief has 
been most active in Southeast Seattle, but has also been reported in one incident in West Seattle.  Our 
Crime Analysis detectives are looking in to whether there are additional cases in other neighborhoods of the 
city as well as in King County. 
 

Police are still working to identify the suspect, who victims described as a white male, between 50 and 60 
years old, about 6’0, heavyset, with dark hair and some dark facial hair.  Police are also looking for any 
other victims, who may not have reported being targeted by the man. 
 

If you have any information about any of these cases, the suspect, or have been the victim of this scam and 
have not yet reported it, please call our South Precinct Detectives at (206) 386-1855. 
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What To Do 
If someone comes to your door claiming they need to come inside and check something, and you did not 
call to have them come to your home:  

 Do not let them inside.  Talk to them through your locked door.   

 Ask to see their identification. 

 Ask what company they are with. 

 Call that company to see if they have anyone actually working in the area.  

 Call 911 and report this suspicious circumstance.  Please give the best description of the individual you 
can, the best description of any vehicle associated with the person, and which direction they went when 
they left your home. 

 
 
 

Question of the Month 
Once or twice last month, and now three times in the last week, there have been a collection of cars with 2 
or 3 men in each one that have parked on the corner of [XXXXXXXXXXXX} in the evenings - just on the 
southeast corner of the park. They don’t make much noise but they visit from car to car, and leave trash in 
the grass and on the street when they finally leave about 11pm/midnight.  When it happens again, should I 
call 9-1-1 with a non-emergency call?  
 

The key is to be able to describe the behavior that you feel is suspicious.  If they’re just hanging out, that’s 
not enough to generate an officer response.  If what you’re seeing leaves you feeling that they’re involved in 
illicit activity (using or selling drugs), be able to articulate why you feel that is the behavior in which they are 
engaged. 
 

That being said, I’ve passed this on to our Third Watch Sector Sergeant for that area as a heads up.  
Encourage your neighbors to also call in suspicious activity they note.  If you can articulate you suspect a 
crime has been or is being committed, use 911.  If it’s more of an FYI for district officers, you can use the 
non-emergency line, 206-625-5011.  You’ll get some voice prompts; at the first prompt, press 2; at the 
second prompt, press 8 to be connected to a call taker.  As it is the non-emergency line, it may take a few 
minutes to get connected to a call taker, so please be patient. 
 
 
Thank you for all you do for your community.  Until next time, Take Care and Stay Safe! 
 

Mark Solomon, Crime Prevention Coordinator 
South & Southwest Precincts, Seattle Police Department 
206.386.9766, Mark.solomon@seattle.gov 
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