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Dear Community Friends, 
 
Welcome to 2015.  We hope you have a prosperous and productive Year.   
 
 

Revisiting Car Prowls 
 

I haven’t touched on the subject of Car Prowls in some time.  After all, how many times and different ways 
can we say, “Don’t leave anything of value in your unattended car.”  However, recent incidents prompt us to 
get a reminder message out. 
 
The Bad News: 2014 year-end crime statistics released by the Seattle Police Department reflect a nine (9) 
percent increase in overall crime.  Car prowls and auto thefts account for roughly 90 percent of the overall 
increase.  There were 20,708 crimes in those two categories for 2014 compared to 17,334 in 2013, an 
increase of 3,374 reported incidents.  Please follow the below link to our post on the SPD Blotter:  
http://spdblotter.seattle.gov/2015/01/22/spd-releases-year-end-crime-stats/ 
 

The Good News:  Focused efforts by SPD’s Major Crimes Unit have reduced the number of car prowls in 
recent months.  Initial numbers heading into 2015 show a promising trend.  For example, during the first 17 
days of the year (compared to the same time period in 2014): 

 Auto Thefts are down 17% 

 Car Prowls are down 23 % 
 
Car Prowls, as most property crimes, are crimes of opportunity.  The numbers vary neighborhood to 
neighborhood; they rise and fall based on a number of factors.  The primary factor is opportunity; an 
unattended car, no one around and stuff in the car that the thief can see – and wants.  A prime example of 
this opportunity has been Seahawks fans having their cars prowled while they attend a game.  While many 
of us drove and parked near The Clink to witness the Seahawks do their thing, some individual(s) took that 
opportunity to break in to a number of fans’ cars. 
 
Thieves have not been subtle, usually breaking a passenger side window and taking whatever they find.  
And what thieves are finding – often in plain view - has been impressive; purses and their enclosed items 
(cash, jewelry, credits cards, social security cards, driver’s licenses, birth certificates), wallets, coats, bags 
of clothes, infrared cameras, nail guns, musical instruments, laptops, handguns, an envelope containing 
$2000 in church tithe money.…  This is just in the past few weeks. 
 
 

What You Can Do 
We ask you do three simple things regarding Car Prowls: 
1. Remove all valuables from your vehicle every time you park, particularly if you are going to be parked 

for an extended period of time (going to a sporting event, movie, concert, shopping mall or overnight on 
the street in front of your home). 

2. If valuables must be left inside the vehicle, hide them out of sight or place them in the trunk before 
parking at your destination, such as at Lincoln Park, Seward Park or Greenlake. 

3. Report it.  We can’t act if we don’t know and we don’t know unless you tell us.  Whether you call 911, 
our non-emergency number (206-625-5011) or report it on-line 
(http://www.seattle.gov/police/report/default.htm), please report it. 

 
  

http://www.seattle.gov/police/


Building Community And Connecting With Neighbors 
 

One message we do hope we get across is that neighbors communicating and connecting with each other 
and watching out for each other are the best crime deterrents.  This is really what Block Watch is all about; 
communicating and connecting with each other, being present, being observant and being willing to call 911 
when you see something suspicious. 
 

To that end, we wanted to bring your attention to some upcoming events that promote that communication 
and connectivity among neighbors. 

 
Neighbor Appreciation Day, February 14, 2015 
Celebrate Seattle’s annual Neighbor Appreciation Day, a special day set aside to reach out to neighbors, 
create new friends, and express thanks to those who help make your neighborhood a great place to live. 
The date is February 14, with neighborhoods, community groups, and businesses across Seattle planning 
activities beginning February 7.   
 

Here are ways you can participate in Neighbor Appreciation Day 

 Plan an activity for your neighborhood such as a block party, potluck, or work party. Our website 
provides ideas, tools, resources, and templates to help you organize an activity. Once scheduled, you 
can post your event to the events calendar.  

 Attend one of the many community activities listed on the events calendar.  Many Seattle Fire stations 
along with pools, parks, and neighborhoods are hosting celebrations and work parties.  

 Send Neighbor Appreciation Day e-cards to your neighbors.  

 Share a story or two about your favorite neighbors.  You can post stories about great neighbors or 
neighborhoods on our website, or post it to our Facebook page.  

 

Join Seattle Department of Neighborhoods and thousands of community members in celebration of what 
makes Seattle great – our neighbors! Visit www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/neighborday/ for more 
information or contact Wendy Watson at wendy.watson@seattle.gov. 

 
Hub-A-Thon/Seattle, April 17, 18, 2015 
A Hub-a-Thon is an on-line event that allows people who have taken steps to organize with others around 
disaster or community safety (Seattle Neighborhoods Actively Prepare (SNAP), Block Watch, Hub) to see 
where each other is on a map; and ultimately, be able to connect and contact each other. 
 

How To Participate 

 Talk to your neighbors – ask if they want to connect with others who have organized around disaster or 
safety. 

 Sign up for the SNAP Email: snap@seattle.gov – stay in touch with the Seattle Office of Emergency 
Management 

 Fill out the Hub-a-thon link and watch as the map gets populated during the event! Post to your 
neighborhood blog or website. 

 Start connecting with other neighborhood groups! 
 

Why It Is This Important 
When 911 is out or overwhelmed, neighbors will rely on each other for help immediately after a disaster. 
Knowing where to gather, how to get information, share resources and solve problems together will make a 
big difference when disaster strikes 
 

For more information, contact Debbie Goetz, Seattle Office of Emergency Management, 206-684-0517 or 
email: debbie.goetz@seattle.gov 

 
Thank you for all you do for your community.  Until next time, Take Care and Stay Safe! 
 
Mark Solomon, Crime Prevention Coordinator 
South & Southwest Precincts, Seattle Police Department 
206.386.9766, Mark.solomon@seattle.gov 
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