
Seattle Police Email Community Newsletter 
May 22, 2014 

 
 
 

 
Dear Community Friends, 
 

BLUF 
During my years in the Air Force, I learned to speak in acronyms.  One often used was BLUF – Bottom Line 
Up Front.  Basically, skip the preamble and make your point.  While I always thought that BLUF was an odd 
acronym for communicating the key point you’re trying to make, (think about it for a second) we all want to 
know the bottom line: what does this mean to me; what is it going to cost; what do I have to do; what’s the 
point….  I wanted to share some background on BLUF to provide you with one now: 
 

BLUF:  If neighbors want less crime in the community, neighbors have to take an active role. 
 

We’re not talking about vigilantism or armed patrols.  We are talking about communication between 
neighbors, communication with police, a willingness to say something when you see something, a 
willingness to be a witness, and a commitment to act based on facts, not be paralyzed by perception.  Don’t 
hesitate to call 911 because you think you are bothering police about something that may not be important.  
If it’s suspicious to you, make the call and let us sort it out.  And don’t be afraid to call 911 because you fear 
retaliation from the person you called 911 about.  The odds that the person about whom you called would 
know you are the one that called are extremely slim unless you told the person you called 911 about 
him/her.  Even if they did find out, in which community would you rather live; one where people watch out 
for each other and take a stand by reporting suspicious behaviors, or a community in which no one talks to 
each other, isolates themselves from each other and does not act?  Again, we’re not suggesting vigilantism; 
we are saying be willing to pick up the phone and make a call. 
 

Here’s another one: 
 

BLUF:  Neighbors deter and prevent crime. 
 

Neighborhood Safety Walks 
How do “neighbors deter and prevent?”  Just as we have in past years, we will be working in concert with 
neighbors over the next several weeks to organize community safety walks in their areas.  Doing a 
Neighborhood Safety Walk is not about patrolling the streets with baseball bats.  It is not a citizen’s patrol, 
nor is it about following or confronting people.  Neighborhood Safety Walks are an extension of block 
watch.  Both are about being observant, being aware and communicating with each other and with law 
enforcement about any suspicious behaviors.   
 

Another aspect of Neighborhood Safety Walks is working together as neighbors to address quality of life 
issues that may impact public safety.  These include street light outages, areas with poor visibility for 
pedestrians, broken sidewalks, graffiti, vegetation overgrowth, abandoned properties, etc. 
 

As neighbors walk together, they send a strong message of unity and that crime - and the conditions that 
foster crime - will not be tolerated.  This is the where the concept of “Neighbors deter and prevent” comes 
in.  I’ve quoted a former Crime Prevention colleague, Grace Jansens, many times before; “Neighborhoods 
have the level of crime they tolerate.” 
 

The presence of visible and attentive neighbors on the street is a deterrent to crime.  Burglars and car 
prowlers do not want to be seen, identified or have attention drawn to them; they want to be as invisible as 
possible.  They can’t do that when neighbors walk their community, acknowledge and engage.  Just saying 
“Hi, how are you?” puts people on notice that they’ve been seen, acknowledged, are no longer invisible and 
can now be described.    
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As mentioned above, we are working with various groups to support neighborhood walks.  It is intended that 
neighbors continue to do these walks on their own throughout the summer.  If neighbors engaged in 
community walks note suspicious behaviors, we encourage them to call 911 and report it.  As law 
enforcement focuses on behaviors, Safety Walkers need to be able to relay what about the person or 
presence of a particular vehicle is suspicious; what are the indicators that a crime has been – or is about to 
be – committed?  Just because somebody “looks” suspicious or out of place doesn’t mean they are; you 
have to be able to describe what behaviors that make them stand out or make them suspicious; what are 
they doing? 
 

The walks are intended to peaceful, non-confrontational endeavors, to see and be seen in the 
neighborhood.  The purpose is, by mere presence, to displace the criminal activity and negative 
behaviors.  While the Seattle Police Department supports Neighborhood Safety Walks and the efforts of 
community groups to displace negative behaviors, keep in mind that community members are not law 
enforcement.  The Neighborhood Safety Walks, as with Block Watch, is more “Be Aware, Observe and 
Report,” vs. “Follow, Confront and Enforce.”  Neighbors are not police or private security; let law 
enforcement take care of contacting suspicious persons or confronting illegal behaviors. 
 

If you are interested in organizing a neighborhood safety walk for your area in which representatives from 
the Police Department and other city agencies will walk with you, please contact me; I’m happy to help 
facilitate that. 
 
 

Recent Robberies 
We continue to see individuals robbed of their cell phones, purses, jewelry and small electronics.  These 
robberies are not specific to any one neighborhood.  The common theme seems to be the robber(s) take 
the victim by surprise, usually by coming up from behind, grabbing the item and then fleeing before the 
victim has an opportunity to act. .  We offer the following to increase your personal safety awareness and 
reduce your chances of being a robbery victim, regardless of the neighborhood in which you live.  
 Follow your intuition.  Pay close attention to the uncomfortable feelings that often warn us of potential 

danger.  “Trust Your Gut.”  If you feel that a situation is not right, move out of the situation. 
 Scan your surroundings and make eye contact with people, not to stare them down, but to let them 

know that you are aware of them and acknowledge their presence.  This sends the message that you 
not only know they are there, but you can also identify them if necessary. 

 When out and about, maximize your awareness.  This means not talking on the cell phone or listening to 
the iPod when you’re walking down the street.  If you are paying attention to your conversation or the 
music, you are less aware of what is going on around you and are therefore more vulnerable to being 
caught off guard. 

 If you are going to wear necklaces, wear them under clothing rather than have them in full display.  
Consider not wearing necklaces for your normal day-to-day routine; leave them safely at home. 

 Don’t display items (e.g., iPods, iPhones, cash, jewelry, laptops), when walking to and from your 
destination or while on a bus or train.  Do not leave any items, (shopping bags, backpacks, purses, 
briefcases) unattended so they are susceptible to theft. 

 If you are being followed, or you see a person or group that makes you feel uncomfortable, give yourself 
permission to act; cross the street, walk in another direction, go in to a business, or ask other people 
walking if you may walk a short distance with them. 

 If someone demands your property and displays or implies in any way that they have a weapon, don't 
resist.  Physical property isn’t worth getting injured or killed over.  Always remember that you are more 
important than your stuff. 

 Do not pursue your attacker.  Call 911 and report the crime as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you for all you do for and in your communities.  Until next time, Take Care and Stay Safe! 
 
Mark Solomon, Crime Prevention Coordinator 
South & Southwest Precincts, Seattle Police Department 
206.386.9766, Mark.solomon@seattle.gov 
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