
Overview 

We had around 40 people attend the January 25th West Seattle Blockwatch Captains’ Network meeting, which was held 

at the SW Police Precinct on Tuesday evening, from 6:30 until 8 PM. There was socializing and networking over snacks 

(yummy pumpkin bread!) before the meeting and then again after the meeting ended. The main focus of this month’s 

meeting was a look at the history of the Blockwatch program in Seattle in light of the pending departure of Crime 

Prevention Coordinator Benjamin Kinlow, who is retiring on March 15th after 30+ years with SPD. 

The meeting began with our usual round of attendee introductions. The group included a mixture of old and new West 

Seattle Blockwatch captains, and many others who were new to the meeting but had come to hear Benjamin Kinlow and 

thank him for his service.  

After the introductions, Deborah Greer and Karen Berge gave updates on what has happened over the holidays since 

our last meeting in October. Unfortunately, Deanie Schwarz, the third co-organizer of the group, was unable to attend this 

month.   

Project Status Updates – (Deb Greer) 

As noted, Benjamin Kinlow has announced that he will retire on March 15, 2011.  We understand that there will be 3 

remaining Crime Prevention Coordinators (funded for 2011 only) to cover the whole city. We don’t know if the program 

will be going forward after that, or if so; in what form. So, some of our activities are on hold; we will be moving ahead with 

others. We are in ongoing communication with the SW Precinct to see how the Blockwatch program will be affected here; 

and how we might best be able to assist in growing, revitalizing and modernizing the Blockwatch program in West 

Seattle. 

We still plan to move forward with our 2 primary goals for 2011: 

 To conduct a large training event in the spring and establish some regularly scheduled training forums.   

 We are currently working with SW Precinct CPT Officer Kiehn, as well as with Benjamin while he is still 

available, to move this forward as much as we can.             

 To develop an online Blockwatch system to facilitate individuals in finding out if there is a Blockwatch in their 

area and if so, how to connect with it; as well, it will allow Blockwatch captains to add their existing Blockwatch 

groups to the Blockwatch Captains Network so that they can network with the other Blockwatch groups. 

 This is moving forward a bit.  The SW Precinct is interested making better use of technology for some of 

these programs and we are meeting with them this month. We were planning to ask for a neighborhood 

grant to enable us to move forward, will hold off on that until we see how the city would like to be 

involved. WSBWCN has offered to be their pilot project for a system that could be scaled up for other 

neighborhoods.   

The 3 of us co-organizers traveled to Portland, Oregon for a Neighborhood Watch training seminar on November 3rd. 

Training materials included some very useful data CDs that we plan to use as we develop our network. We have 

permission from that group to utilize them as we wish. Going forward, we’ll share more of what we learned at the 

seminar. 

We now have a phone number for WSBWCN! It is (206) 424-0040. There is a need for non-internet people to be able to 

be involved and sometimes others prefer to use the phone as well rather than type an email. Deb set up this phone 

service through K7.net  (thanks to a tip from Officer Kiehn!). K7 takes a message (or a fax) and sends it to our WSBWCN 

email address as a .wav file. For free!  So, now you can call the number, leave us a message and each co-organizer 

receives an email with the voice message attached. Already, it’s been used several times and is working well! 
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Outreach Efforts – Events and Online (Karen Berge) 

Our 3rd goal for 2011 is to continue outreach, to grow the network and our visibility. Karen provided an overview of our 

winter outreach efforts, since our last meeting on October 26th.  

Events:  

 11/6  Gathering of Neighbors at Sealth International High School; we participated in the resource fair. 

 12/2  Mayor’s Town Hall event; we participated in the resource fair. 

 12/8  Hospital without Walls meeting/discussion at Delridge Community Center. 

 1/19  Delridge District Council meeting 

 1/18  WS CPC (Crime Prevention Council) meetings; (third Tuesdays). 

 2/2    (upcoming) SW District Council meeting 

Key takeaways: it seems valuable to attend these types of events, even if overall attendance is low, because attendees can 

carry back the information to their neighborhoods and reach additional people. We’ve also had a good response from other 

community groups who have informational tables at these events. 

 

West Seattle Blockwatch Captains’ Network -- Online:  

 Our Facebook group has grown to approximately 180 members. 

 Don’t forget we now also have a website (http://wsblockwatchnet.wordpress.com/). 

 We are also on Twitter (@wsblockwatchnet).  

 

Other items of note: 

 We’ve posted several documents on our website. These include information asked about earlier about how to 

obtain Blockwatch street signs.  

 Our mini-flyers have been updated to include our new phone number, (206) 424-0040, as well as our online 

information. Please help with outreach by passing them along to other Blockwatch captains or those interested in 

forming a Blockwatch! We are also adding these to our website and our FB group page. 

 

Crime Tip of the Month:  (CPT Officer Jon Kiehn) 

Car Prowls:  Don’t leave visible stuff in your car!  Obviously the valuables that can been seen, GPS, etc. but also 

unknowns.  What’s in that bag?  Any temptation will do.   

More details are included in the media coverage by the West Seattle Blog & the West Seattle Herald. We’ve also 

included these links at the end of these meeting notes, as well as on our website and Facebook page.  

 

http://wsblockwatchnet.wordpress.com/
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/01/words-wisdom-for-west-seattle-blockwatch-captains-network
http://www.westseattleherald.com/2011/01/26/news/west-seattle-blockwatch-captains-celebrate-benjam


 

Special Guest, Retiring Crime Prevention Coordinator, Benjamin Kinlow! 

Deb Greer and Karen Berge had researched the online archives of the Seattle Times for some history of the 

Blockwatch program. We put together a few slides to provide a bit of a history of the program over the years; these 

prompted some comments and memories from Benjamin. He spoke about how Seattle was a model for other cities 

across the country and even outside the country during the early years. City governments would come to Seattle to 

learn about the program to implement it in their own regions. Some of the slides detail how large Blockwatch meetings 

were held. We’ve posted the slides, but unfortunately they don’t include his comments and stories about them. 

Benjamin also talked about some of the highlights of his career and gave us tips and encouragement on our 

efforts.  Several of the attendees shared stories of how Benjamin and the Blockwatch program had helped them -- over 

the years and currently -- to build stronger communities and deal with problems in their neighborhoods. There was also 

a lot of genuine thanks expressed to Benjamin for his years of service, his warmth, and his sincere commitment to the 

community. He will be missed!  

 

Wrap-Up 

 Our February meeting is set for February 26th (the 4th Tuesday), from 6:30-8 PM at the SW Police Precinct meeting 

room (2300 SW Webster, (just SE of the Home Depot parking lot). Feel free to arrive anytime after 6 PM for some 

light snacks and for networking with other Blockwatch captains!  

 Early note for your 2011 calendars: there will most likely be a hiatus of meetings in November and December, 

because the holidays fall close to the 4th Tuesday of those months. 

 We encourage everyone to attend the monthly WS Crime Prevention Council community safety meeting every 3rd 

Tuesday evening at the Precinct meeting room. As Dot Beard, President of the WSCPC explained, “this is where 

you can meet with the community police team officers and ask specific questions of them about your particular 

neighborhood” and you can hear the current crime statistics.  

 Here are links to the meeting coverage by the West Seattle Blog and the West Seattle Herald. 

 Here is a link to the Historic Blockwatch slides (4MB, .ppsx file) that were shown at the meeting. Unfortunately,  

they don’t include any of the narrative comments made during the meeting. 

 

Thanks to everyone who attended for your time, enthusiasm, ideas and efforts to revitalize and network the West 

Seattle Blockwatch program!!! 

 

Deborah Greer 

On behalf of the West Seattle Blockwatch Captains’ Network (WSBWCN) 

 

Email:  wsblockwatchnet@gmail.com  

Phone: 206-424-0040 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=337488370959  

Website/Blog: http://wsblockwatchnet.wordpress.com/  

Monthly Meeting:  4th Tuesday, 6:30-8 PM, SW Police Precinct Meeting Room (2300 SW Webster) 
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http://westseattleblog.com/2011/01/words-wisdom-for-west-seattle-blockwatch-captains-network
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