
 

Monthly Meeting:  October 25th, 2011 
 

‘Soft Roll-Out’ of the new Block Watch Finder Tool 
Developed by Code For America 

 
  
 

Tutorial by Karen Berge – wsblockwatchnet@gmail.com 



Schedule for Roll-Out 
Soft roll-out to WSBWCN for feedback –  

October 25th 

Launch of Block Watch Finder Tool – 
November 4th  

Handoff from CFA  
to WSBWCN –  
November 7th  

 

Timeframe for our group to test & submit 

feedback is between now & November 4th.   

They may only be able to address high 

priority items before handoff, but will 

provide a “wish list” to Drupal developers 

with our requested features.  

Email wsblockwatchnet@gmail.com, so we 

can consolidate & keep track of requests. 

 



Block Watch Finder Tool 

 

This is the home page. It’s located at 

http://seattle.citygroups.org/blockwatch. 

 

It is designed so that Block Watch 

Captains can enter their data or that those 

looking for a BW group can search. 

 



Home page (continued) 

 

Mid-section of the interface. Note the 

Block Watch Resources list! 

 



Home page (continued) 

 

Lower panel of the interface.  Note that 

the Block Watch Finder is a subset of the 

Seattle CityGroups website, which lists 

over 900 community groups. 

 



Sign up for an account 

 

Start by signing up for an account…  

although you can enter your BW group 

anonymously.    

You can get to this page from the home 

page or when trying to make edits. 

 



Add a new Block Watch 

 

Note the column of blue arrow-shaped 

buttons at the left (START, MAP, etc.); 

these will walk you through the steps to 

add your BW group.  

Key thing to be aware of is that the 

“SAVE” button currently publishes your 

entry.  We’ve asked for a separate 

“Publish” button… 

Also, you need to check the “OK, I’M 

READY, NEXT STEP” button. 

 



Add a new Block Watch 

 

Remember all data is public, but you may 

want to add general info about your group 

here, as well as contact info for any Block 

Watch Co-Captains. 

 



Map your Block Watch 

 

Enter your street address or the block 

address (i.e. 5000  36th Ave SW) in the 

Map This Group field, then click the button 

to the right.  

The map will then appear in the box 

below; it is smaller than  typical Google 

Map.  We’ve asked CFA to make it larger. 

 



Map your Block Watch (continued) 

 

Note the 3 mapping tool buttons in the 

upper left portion of the map. To begin 

drawing your Block Watch area on the 

map, click the button to the right…  or, you 

can use the middle button to “pinpoint” 

your Block Watch area. 

 



Map your Block Watch (continued) 

 

To begin drawing your Block Watch area 

on the map, click the button to the right…  

The procedure is to single-click at each 

corner or point where you want to turn, 

then double click the last corner or point 

to enclose the area.  

When you are finished drawing, the  

enclosed area will be filled in as shown.  

 



Map your Block Watch (continued) 

 

This section of the interface will 

populate itself based on the address 

you added above.   

Remember that Save = Publish 

currently, so when you have finalized 

your entry, click Preview to double-

check that it looks okay; then click the 

Save button if you are ready to have 

your entry be visible to the public.  

 



Viewing BW group listings 

 

We are now back to the Home page for 

the Block Watch Captain Finder tool…  

Choose Map View or List View to see 

the directory of Block Watch groups and 

view the entry you have just published. 

 



BW group listings:  List View 

 

This is “List View” of the directory of 

Block Watch groups in the Block Watch 

Captain Finder tool. 

 



List View (continued) 

 

More “List View” entries. Note that you 

can make changes or additions to your 

listing from this page; use the Edit link 

below the social media buttons. 

 



Edit listing from List View 

 

This is the Edit screen where you can 

make changes to your group’s listing. 

Use the column of blue arrow-shaped 

buttons (START, MAP, etc.) as you did 

when you first created your listing. 

 



View revision history 

 

You can get to this Revision History 

page from the Edit screen.  

Note that if you did not register or were 

not logged in when you created your 

listing, it will appear as Anonymous. 

 



View published entry 

 

Here’s a view of the entry we’ve just 

published. 

 



Beware the “Home” button! 

 

Beware: the home button (the left 

button in the row of horizontal buttons) 

currently takes you to the CityGroups 

home page, OUTSIDE of the BW Finder 

Tool. The magenta button color, rather 

than blue, should alert you.  

If you add your group from here, it could 

be categorized as a general group and 

not appear in the BW directory. 

To get back to the Block Watch Finder, 

click the Categories button, then choose 

Block Watch.  

Or, change the  URL in the address bar to 

http://seattle.citygroups.org/blockwatch. 

  



Block Watch Resources 

 

BW Resources are linked from this lower 

portion of the tool interface. Add others to 

this list! 

 



Key Points 
Block Watch Finder Tool is located at 

http://seattle.citygroups.org/blockwatch 

Sign up (so you aren’t anonymous) 

Add your Block Watch group! 

Remember “Save” = “Publish” 

Send us feedback before November 4th –  
our email is wsblockwatchnet@gmail.com 

  

Code For America may only be able to address high priority items before handoff, but will provide a 

“wish list” to Drupal developers with our requested features. 

 


